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Congratulations Jamila!

First Unitarian Church of Salt Lake City

THE TORCH
Registra)on	 for	 the	 upcoming	
Small	 Group	 Ministry	 (SGM)	
2017/18	 year	begins 	today!	From	
October	 to	May,	 groups 	of	 12-14	
people 	will	meet	once	a 	month	for	
a 	 discussion	 on	 topics 	 both	
contemporary	 and	 )meless	
touching	us 	all.	Whether	you	were	
in	a	group	last	year	or	want	to	join	

for	 the 	 first	 )me,	 please	 register	 on	 the 	 First	
Unitarian	 Church	 website:	 hPp://www.slcuu.org/
news/latest-news/item/629-small-group-ministry-
registra)on.	 It	 is 	quick	 and	 easy!	 You	will 	 then	 be	
assigned	 a	 group	 and	 the	discussion	 facilitator	 for	
your	 group	will 	contact	you	with	more	informa)on.	
Any	 ques)ons,	 please	 email 	 Derek	 Gersdorf	 at	
smallgroupministry@slcuu.org.	

Small Group Ministry Sign-Ups
SubmiPed	by	Derek	Gersdorf

Many	of	our	congregants	may	remember	
Jamila	Tharp	who	was	our	Ministerial	Intern	just	a	

few	years	ago.	

Our	church	received	this	invita)on	to	Jamila’s	
ordina)on	happening	next	month.
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Ac#vi#es	Fair	September	17th		
Our	 annual	Ac)vi)es	 Fair	 will 	 be	 held	 on	 Sunday,	 September	 17th	 a_er	 both	
services.	 The	 Ac)vi)es	 Fair	 is	 a	 great	 opportunity	 to	 learn	 about	 the	 various	
groups,	programs,	and	commiPees	of	the	church.	APen)on	church	groups:	tables	
will	be	set	up	outside	and	will	be	available	on	a	first	come,	first	served	basis.

Auc#on	-	Save	the	Date!
Annual	First	Church	Auc)on	will	be	held	Saturday,	November	4,	2017	at	The	Falls	
at	 Trolley	 Square.	More	 into	 to	 come.	 If	 you	 are	 interested	 in	 helping,	 please	
email	Michele	Page	auc)on@slcuu.org.	

Mindfulness	Group
Medita)on	 is	held	 Sundays,	 a_er	 the	first	 service	ends,	 around	 10:00	 am.	We	
gather	 in	 the	Parlor,	up	the	stairs	at	 the	 south	 side	of	 Eliot	Hall.	 	Mindfulness	
prac)ce	is	shared,	then	followed	by	20	minutes	of	guided		medita)on,	and	closing	
with	 loving	 kindness.	 All 	 are	 welcome	 for	 the	 first	 )me,	 to	 inves)gate	 or	 to	
maintain	mindfulness	prac)ce

Seeking	hikers	and	walkers
	A	First	Church	hiking	group	is	star)ng	up.		Potluck	Fall/Winter	organizing	mee)ng	
6:30	-	 8:30	p.m.	Tuesday	9/26	Elliot	Hall.	 	Bring	your	day	planner	and	a	dish	to	
share!	 Come	 meet	 other	 hikers	 and	 sign-up	 to	 lead	 a	 hike	 or	 walk.	 Contact	
Catherine	at	catcog@gmail.com	for	more	informa)on.	

Ar#sts	Discussing	Art
On	the	last	Monday	of	every	month	Ar)sts	gather	in	the	Haven	at	7	pm	to	discuss	
each	others	art	in	 progress	or	recently	completed.	This 	discussion	is 	open	to	all	
visual	ar)st,	watercolor,	acrylic,	oil,	mixed	media,	fused	glass,	and	clay.	Bring	work	
to	discuss	or	just	come	to	listen.	Bring	a	light	refreshment	to	share.	Please	contact	
Bill	Reed	at	argair@slcuu.org	with	ques)ons	.

Social	Jus#ce	Film	Screening	Sept.	29th
Save	September	29,	7	pm,	Eliot	Hall,	for	a	free	film	and	discussion.	"The	Wanted	
18"	will	be	presented	and	there	will	be	snacks.	This	film	is	based	on	a	true	
Pales)nian	story.	The	Israeli	Defense	Force	is	searching	for	18	violators.	Who	are	
these	18?	Are	they	terrorists?	Maybe	not.	The	villagers	hide	the	18.	Who	are	
they?	This	film	has	some	anima)on	and	is	appropriate	for	anyone	over	ten	years	
old.	There	will	be	a	discussion	a_erwards	led	by	Just	Peace	in	the	Holy	Land	and	J	
Street.
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The 	an)cipa)on 	before 	the	start	of	a 	new	church 	year	is	
consistently	 the 	 same.	 Hundreds 	 of	 religious	
progressives 	return	with 	hugs 	for	church	friends 	they’ve	
missed,	endless 	chaPer	about	 their	 respec)ve 	summer	
ventures,	and	a 	display	of	eagerness 	to 	get	back	to 	the	
rigors 	of	church	life.	At	 least	 that	 has 	always	been	the	
case 	before 	this 	year.	 Now	the 	landscape	of	 our	 lives	
has 	been	gravely	altered	by	a 	series 	of	irra)onal 	tweets	
that	have	unraveled	the 	tenuous 	threads 	of	democracy.	
Momentum	 towards	 respec)ng	 the 	 value 	 and	 worth	
and 	 dignity	 of	 ALL	 people 	 has 	 moved	 in	 reverse.	
Plundering	the 	earth 	with 	fossil 	fuel 	greed	has 	emerged	
as 	top 	priority.	We 	have 	withdrawn	from	all 	aspects 	of	
global 	coopera)on,	and	stand	alone 	as 	singularly	white,	
self-absorbed,	and	culturally	 impoverished.	So	yes 	-	-	 I	
earnestly	 wonder	 how	beginning	this 	church	year	may	
be 	different	from	any	other	we’ve	experienced.	I 	believe	
we	 will 	 take 	 ourselves 	 more	 seriously,	 because	 the	
freedoms	 we’ve 	 taken 	 for	 granted 	 now	 hang	 in	 the	
balance.	

As 	I	was 	so 	fortunate 	to 	take	a	few	weeks 	visi)ng	my	
beloved	 Bolinas 	in	West	Marin,	 right	 by	 the 	ocean,	 I	
became	 fascinated	 by	 the	myriad 	approaches 	 to 	how	
people 	enter	 the	cool 	waters	of	 the	Pacific.	 Of	course	
there 	 are	 those	 who 	 have 	 a 	 sudden	 impulse 	 to	
reconsider	the 	whole	thing,	 finding	the	challenge	a 	bit	
too	daun)ng.	 They	 return	to 	their	 blankets 	as 	though	
they	 had	 no 	 other	 plans 	 than	 merely	 checking	 out	
shoreline.	

But	 then	 there 	 are 	 those 	 who	 do	 proceed 	 into	 the	
water.	 They	 navigate 	 the	 situa)on	 in 	 their	 own	
idiosyncra)c	 manner.	 I 	 some)mes 	wonder	 about	 the	
difference 	 in	 character	 between	 those 	who 	 first	 dip	
their	 toe	 in 	 the 	water	 as 	 though	 it	 were 	 a 	 reliable	
thermostat,	and	those 	who	heedlessly	 run 	full-throPle	
into 	the	ocean	-	-the	cold 	be	damned,	yelling	all 	the 	way	
un)l	 the	 head	 is 	 completely	 submerged 	 by	 a	 wave	
running	 into	 their	 path.	 Eventually	 the 	 exercise	 of	
cau)on	is 	irrelevant	because 	regardless 	of	method,	they	

all 	 end	 up	 in	 the 	 ocean	
inven)ng	 their	 own	 games	
of	 joy	and	delight.	 It’s 	all 	in	
the	approach.

Typically	 we	 enter	 the	
church	 year	 as 	 toe-dippers.	
Each	Sunday	 we	move	 in 	a	
liPle 	 further	 un)l	 we’re	
swimming	 by	 mid-October.	
This 	year,	however,	I	sense 	a	
restlessness 	 that	 invites 	 a	
full-on	 run 	 into	 the 	 chilly	 and	 turbulent	 waters 	 of	
progressive 	 religion.	 No	 )me	 to	 get	 used	 to	 the	
temperature;	there’s 	no	)me 	to	waste	at	 all.	We 	must	
meet	the	needs	of	these	precarious	days	with	urgency.	

Our	 church	 is 	 in	 the 	 ini)al 	 stages 	 of	 forming	 a 	new	
partnership.	 We 	have 	been	successful 	in 	working	with	
the 	 Interna)onal 	 Rescue	 CommiPee 	 (IRC),	 sePling	
refugees 	 from	 all 	 over	 the	 world.	 (About	 a 	 20-year	
partnership).	 We	 had	 a 	 solid	 year	 working	 with	
Volunteers 	 of	 America 	 (VOA),	 cooking	 and	 providing	
meals 	for	homeless 	teens 	in	their	new	shelter.	And 	now	
we 	 are 	 preparing	 to 	 collaborate 	 with	 Planned	
Parenthood	 in	many	 of	 their	 volunteer	 opportuni)es.	
It’s	really	quite	exci)ng	to	contemplate.	

So	we 	will 	be 	running	straight	into	social 	jus)ce 	work	as	
soon 	as 	the	new	church 	year	begins.	No	hesita)on,	no	
dallying,	 no	 toe-dipping.	 We	will 	 have 	our	 first	 Social	
Jus)ce	 Council 	 mee)ng	 on	 September	 10th	 from	
12:30-1:30.	All 	are 	invited.	Room	to	be 	announced.	We	
will 	 share 	 details 	 on	 the 	 Planned	 Parenthood	
partnership,	 receive 	a 	report	on	Sanctuary	 status,	 and	
begin 	the 	crucial 	process 	of	organizing	our	social 	jus)ce	
work	to	meet	the	huge	challenges	ahead.	

Welcome	back!	TRG

Reverendly Yours Rev. Tom Goldsmith

THE TORCHTHE TORCH
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The	Struggle	is	Everywhere

As 	a 	child	 of	 the 	South,	 and 	especially	 as 	a	na)ve 	of	
Birmingham,	 Alabama,	 I	 o_en	 ask 	myself,	 if 	 I’d	 been	
alive 	in	the 	1950s 	and	60s,	would 	I 	have	shown 	up	for	
racial 	jus)ce?	Would	I	have	skipped	school 	to 	join	the	
marchers 	on 	the	steps 	of	the	16th	Street	Bap)st	Church?	
Would	I 	have	faced 	down	the 	tanks 	and	hoses 	with	Fred	
ShuPlesworth?	Would	 I 	 have 	 sung	 songs 	and	 prayed	
with 	Dr.	 King?	 Or	 would	 I 	have 	stayed	 at	 home,	 too	
afraid	for	my	own	safety	to	do	anything	but	pray?

This 	 is 	 a 	 ques)on 	 that	 white 	 Southerners 	 ask	
themselves 	 o_en.	 For	 we	 are	 well 	 acquainted 	 with	
racism,	 and 	 aware 	 of	 what	 can 	 happen 	 when	 it	 is	
ignored.	Case	in	point:	CharloPesville,	Virginia.

We	watched	with 	horror	as 	people 	descended	upon	this	
college	 town	 with	 Nazi 	 flags	 and 	 torches 	 to 	 defend	
whiteness,	 a 	 malignant	 and	 destruc)ve	 illusion	 of	
cultural 	uniformity	 based	 on	 skin	color,	 that	 excludes	
any	diversity	 or	difference.	We	cringed	to	see 	the	hate	
unmasked,	open	and	even	proud,	marching	defiantly	on	
streets 	we 	thought	belonged	to	all 	people.	Yet,	even 	as	
we	 condemn	 such	 displays 	 of	 hate,	 we 	 who 	 are	
socialized	to	be	white 	are 	some)mes 	reluctant	to 	admit	
the 	advantages	 that	 the	 illusion	 of	 whiteness 	confers	
upon	 us,	 nor	 how	 much	 we 	will 	 be 	 called 	 upon	 to	
sacrifice	to	rid	ourselves	of	this	evil.

A	 few	days	a_er	 the 	CharloPesville	protest,	 Salt	 Lake	
had 	its 	own 	chance 	to	 show	that	 white	 supremacy	 is	
unwelcome 	and	intolerable.	I 	joined 	the 	crowd	at	a 	rally	
at	 the	City	 &	 County	 building,	 organized 	by	 the 	Utah	
League 	of	 Na)ve 	American	voters,	 where 	speakers 	of	
many	 iden))es 	 invited	 us 	 to	 grieve,	 pray,	 and 	 fight	
together	as	one	community.	

It	 warmed	 my	 heart	 to	 see	 Utahns 	 denounce 	 white	
supremacy	and 	recommit	to	building	a 	society	of	jus)ce	
and 	diversity.	Racism	is 	not	just	a 	Southern 	thing	–	it	is	

e v e r y w h e r e .	 A n d	 y e t ,	
everywhere 	 I 	 go,	 there	 are	
people 	 of	 principle	 who	 are	
determined	to	root	 it	out.	 It	 is	
so	encouraging.	

But	 if 	I 	can	pass 	along	just	one	
message 	 from	 the	 struggle 	 in	
the 	South,	 it	would	be 	this:	 an	
an)-racist	 society	 begins	 at	
home.	 We 	 must	 commit	 to	
living	an)-racist	lives,	to	roo)ng	out	white 	supremacy	in	
our	own	hearts,	first.	I 	invite 	you	to 	join	me	in 	a	mindful	
search 	 for	 ways 	 in	 which	 each	 of	 us 	who	 are	 white	
benefits	from	the	economic	and 	rela)onal 	structures 	of	
white 	supremacy,	 and	 look	 for	 ways	 to 	disrupt	 those	
systems.	As 	my	 friend	Rev.	Theresa 	Soto	says,	 “It	takes	
all	of	us	for	all	of	us	to	make	it.”

Assistant Minister’s Corner Rev. Monica Dobbins
THE TORCHTHE TORCH

Photo from Salt Lake City’s anti-racism rally 
August 14, 2017 
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Like	 the	Marines,	 Religious	Educa#on	 is	 Looking	for	 a	
Few	Good	Men	and	Women.

Here’s	 the 	 deal:	 the	 posi)on	 we’re 	 about	 to	 offer	
features 	very	liPle 	travel 	and 	few	career	benefits!	It	also	
includes 	 no	 health	 insurance 	 but	 it	 does 	 offer	 huge	
thanks	for	your	)me	&	energy!

Oh,	and	we’re	saving	best	for	last:	no	pay!

Julie 	Miller	here,	Director	of	Religious 	Educa)on,	and	oh	
yes,	this	is	truly	a	call	for	volunteers.

As 	you	dedicated 	regulars 	know,	being	a 	teacher	 in	our	
RE	 program	 means 	 volunteering.	 Which	 means	 you	
might	miss	out	on	the 	11	am	Sunday	morning	service.	It	
might	mean	a	couple 	more	hours 	on 	duty.	And	like 	any	
teaching	posi)on,	it	will 	inevitably	mean	devo)ng	)me	
to	planning	next	week’s	lesson.

Remember	 Yogi	 Berra,	 the	 legendary	 NY	 Yankees	
catcher	 who	 invented	 many	 of	 America’s 	 most	
memorable	“catch”	phrases?

Well,	 Yogi,	 our	 ever-prescient	 road	 trip 	 guide,	 said	
“When	you	come	to	a	fork	in	the	road,	take	it.”

So	we’re 	at	a 	crossroads.	The	proverbial 	fork.	Consider	
this 	note	your	invita)on	to 	apply	for	fabulous 	volunteer	
opportuni)es:	we 	need	two	1st/2nd	grade 	teachers;	we	
need	 a 	 Christmas 	 Pageant	 “Director”;	 and	 we	 need	
parents 	willing	to	co-op	in 	the 	Infant	and	Toddler	Room	
(109)	during	the	year.

What	 at	 first	 blush	 might	 seem	 like	 a 	 daun)ng	 and	
unrewarding	 task	 actually	 delivers 	 immeasurable	
sa)sfac)on.	How?	By	igni)ng	young	minds.	By	watching	
children	dig	into	lessons 	and	projects 	they’ll 	want	to	talk	
about	 at	 Sunday	 night	 dinner	 or	 get	 back 	 to	 the	
following	Sunday.	 And,	 did 	I	men)on	 it	 deepens 	your	
faith 	development	 in 	our	 church	and	helps 	to	connect	
you	to	our	families	and	other	members.

When	you	volunteer	to 	teach	
in	 our	 RE	 Program,	 we	
p r o v i d e 	 c u r r i c u l u m	
materials,	 supplementary	
r e s o u r c e s ,	 s u p p l i e s ,	
equipment	 and,	 not	 least,	
s u p p o r t	 f r om	 a	 v e r y	
dedicated	staff.	

N o t	 q u i t e	 r e a d y	 t o	
volunteer?	Come 	by	and	see	
what	we	are	about!

RE	classes 	for	all 	grade	levels 	begin	Sunday,	September	
10	 at	11am.	 As 	always,	 childcare 	is 	provided	at	 9	 and	
11am.

If	 you’ve	 never	 taught	 before 	but	 feel 	 you	 might	 be	
ready	to	handle 	the	job,	the	RE	staff	would	be	delighted	
to	meet	you	and	help	you	get	over	the	I’ve-never-done-
this-before	willies.

Hope	you’ve 	all 	had	a 	great	summer,	and 	we’re 	looking	
forward	to	seeing	you	in	September.

In	Service,	Your	RE	staff,

Julie	Miller	dre@slcuu.org
Lissa	Lander	reassist@slcuu.org
Amanda	Esko	reassist2@slcuu.org

The 	 Religious 	 Educa)on	 staff	 can	 be	 reached	 at	
801-582-867	ext.	206

Religious Education Julie Miller, Director of Religious Education

THE TORCHTHE TORCH
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Latest RRC Projects SubmiPed	by	John	Rasmuson

The	 Refugee	 ResePlement	 CommiPee	 (RRC)	 seeks	 your	
help	in	making	a	silk	purse	out	of	a	sow’s	ear.			

With	 the	 Trump	 Administra)on	 limi)ng	
the	number	of	refugees	admiPed	into	the	
U.S.	 now	 and	 in	 the	 future,	 the	 RRC	 is	
expanding	 its	 services	 to	 those	 who	 the	
Interna)onal	 Rescue	 CommiPee	manage	
to	bring	to	Salt	Lake	City.		Two	ini)a)ves—
the	Basket	Project	and	the	Pedal	Project—
have	been	launched.		Both	are	intended	to	
provide	the	means	by	 which	 First	Church	
congregants 	 may	 respond	 to	 a	 global	
humanitarian	crisis	by	ac)ng	locally.		

Helmed	by	Johanna	Whiteman,	the	Basket	
Project	 provides	 refugee	 families	 with	 such	 needed	
household	 items	 as	 tea	 kePles,	 sheets,	 towels—
dic)onaries	and	soccer	balls	for	the	kids.	 	A	 list	is	available	

on	 the	RRC	bulle)n	board	 and	 at	 the	Congrega)onal	 Life	
Table.	 	 Your	 op)ons 	 for	 joining	 the	 project	 are	 also	

explained	 there.	 	 Ques)ons?	 	 E-mail	 Johanna	
Whiteman	at	johannawhiteman@mac.com.

	 The	Pedal	Project	 is 	 led	 by	 Andrea	Globokar.	 	 It	
collects	 gently	 used	 bicycles	 and	 gives	 them	 to	
refugees.		Volunteers	tune	up	the	bikes	beforehand,	
and	 dona)ons	 pay	 for	 new	 helmets,	 locks,	 and	
lights.	 	 To	 donate	 or	 volunteer,	 please	 e-mail	
Andrea	at	anglobe@comcast.net.

The	 RRC,	 with	 20	 years’	 experience	 sePling	
refugees,	believes	the	 two	projects 	will	also	 afford	
welcome-to-face	connec)ons	with	refugees	as 	they	
adjust	to	their	new	life	in	Salt	Lake	City.

Both	 projects	 offer	 dona)on	 receipts	 for	 income	 tax	
returns.

In the Spotlight - Meet Darlene Thayne SubmiPed	by	Jan	Crane

I	 will	 aPempt	 to	 keep	 this	
from	 being	 too	 boring	 and	
may	even	get	a	bit	personal,	
but,	oh	well,	that's	who	I	am	
-	 prePy	 much	 an	 open	
book!	

My	family,	consis)ng	of	me,	
my	 parents,	 one	 older	 half	
brother,	two	younger	sisters	
and	 a 	 younger	 brother	
called	 the	 Sugarhouse	area	
home.	 	 Since	 my	 adopted	
older	 brother	 (eight	 years	

my	senior)	joined	the	Air	Force	at	18,	moved	away	and	never	
came	back,	I	then	became	“the	big	sister”	or	alternate	mom	
or	whatever	the	oldest	child	in	a	family	some)mes	becomes.

I	 read	 stories 	to	my	 siblings,	 kept	 them	entertained	 in	 the	
back	 of	 our	 sta)on	wagon	on	 trips,	 babysat	them	o_en	as	
well	 as 	many	 in	 the	neighborhood;	and,	therefore,	took	on	

the	role	of	caretaker	aPemp)ng	to	“keep	things	together”	in	
a	fairly	chao)c	home	with	a 	chain-smoking,	alcoholic	father	
and	deeply	religious 	LDS	mom.	I	became	a	deeply	commiPed	
Mormon	since	that	was	the	organiza)on	that	gave	me	hope,	
consistency,	 structure	 and	 grounded	 me	 with	 a	 moral	
compass 	and	a	social	 life.	 	 I	also	 loved	school	 and	 reading	
from	the	very	beginning,	possibly	because 	I	seemed	to	have	
somewhat	 of	 an	 ap)tude	 for	 language;	 and	 maybe,	 in	
retrospect,	 reading	was 	a	form	of	adventure	and	an	escape	
from	my	reality.

My	siblings	and	I	spent	many	hours	in	the	basement	of	 our	
home	listening	to	my	older	brother's 	records	(if	 any	of	 you	
s)ll 	 remember	 what	 those	 are)	 and	 thus,	 I	 began	 to	 love	
music.	 	 I	 took	 piano	 lessons	for	 several	years,	and	when	I	
started	 gexng	 bored	 with	 that,	 I	 began	 learning	 how	 to	
chord	the	songs	I	wanted	to	learn.		It	ruined	by	ability	to	read	
music	but	kept	me	interested.	S)ll,	I	had	the	great	privilege	
of	taking	organ	lessons 	at	the 	Salt	Lake	Tabernacle	for	a 	short	
period	of	)me.		My	mom	took	me	regularly	to	hear	the	Utah	
Symphony	 on	 Saturday	 mornings,	 Continued on page 8
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Environmental Ministry News SubmiPed	by	Judy	Lord

Recycle with Environmental Ministry

Environmental 	 Ministry	 is 	 s)ll 	 par)cipa)ng	 in 	 four	
Terracycle	 recycling	brigades.	We 	collect	 a	number	 of	
things,	most	of	which	are	not	recyclable 	through 	the	city	
or	 county	 recycling	programs.	 Then	we 	send 	them	 to	
Terracycle,	and	the 	church	receives 	a 	check	paying	us 	2¢	
for	each 	item.	Here 	are 	lists 	for	those	of	you 	unsure	just	
what	things	we	collect:

Oral 	care 	products 	packaging:	Any	brand	of	toothpaste	
tubes 	 and	 caps,	 toothbrushes,	 toothpaste	 cartons,	
toothbrush	outer	packaging,	and	floss 	containers.	Sorry,	
no	electric	toothbrush	parts	are	accepted.

Energy	 bar	 package 	recycling:	 Any	 brand	 of	 foil-lined	
energy	 bar	 wrappers;	 foil-lined	 granola 	bar	 wrappers;	
foil-lined	 meal 	 replacement	 bar	 wrappers;	 foil-lined	
protein	bar	wrappers;	foil-lined	diet	bar	wrappers.

Cereal	bags:	Plas)c	cereal	bags	and	box	liners.

Personal 	care 	and	beauty	 product	packaging:	Hair	 care	
packaging	such	as 	shampoo	caps,	condi)oner	caps,	hair	
gel 	tubes 	and	caps,	hair	 spray	 triggers,	and	hair	 paste	
caps.	 Skin	care	packaging	 such	as 	 lip	balm	 tubes 	and	
caps,		soap	dispensers	and	tubes,	body	wash	caps,	

lo)on	dispensers 	and	caps.	Cosme)cs 	packaging	such	as	
plas)c	lips)ck	cases,	lip	gloss 	tubes,	mascara	tubes,	eye	
shadow	 cases,	 bronzer	 cases,	 founda)on 	 packaging,	
powder	 cases,	 eyeliner	 cases,	 eyeliner	 pencils,	 eye	
shadow	tubes,	concealer	tubes,	concealer	s)cks,	and 	lip	
liner	pencils.

We	 also	 collect	 electronic	 waste	 for	 the 	 YRUU’s	
partnership	with	Planet	Green	at	our	table.		This 	project	
is 	to	 earn 	money	 for	 their	 service	 trip 	next	 summer.	
Items	collected	are:

Inkjet	cartridges,	laser/toner	cartridges,	cell 	phones 	and	
accessories,	 GPS	and	 radar	 detectors,	 e-book	readers,	
calculators,	 iPods/MP3	 players,	 video/digital 	 cameras,	
PDA’s,	iPads/tablets,	Video	games	and	consoles.

Now	 that	 you 	know	what	 to	bring	 in,	find	a 	corner	or	
doorknob 	where	you	can	place 	a 	bag	for	collec)ng	these	
items.	 Then 	 take 	 them	 to	 the	 bins 	 next	 to	 the	
Environmental 	Ministry	table.	We	plan 	to	be 	there 	every	
Sunday	except	the 	weekend	of	the	Art	Fair,	Celebra)on	
Sunday,	and	picnic	Sunday,	and	we’ll	be	expec)ng	you.

Volunteers Wanted
If	 you’ve 	ever	 considered	 volunteering	with	 the 	Environmental 	Ministry,	 here’s 	your	
chance!	We	desperately	need	people 	to	take 	the 	coffee 	grounds 	to	the	compost	bins	or	
to	sort	and	take 	out	the	recycling.	Both	happen	on	Sundays 	a_er	second	service,	the	
compos)ng	a_er	 12:30.	 It	only	 takes 	a 	few	minutes	to	do	either	 of	these	things,	and	
each	person 	does 	only	one 	of	the 	two,	once	a 	month.	If	you’re 	willing	to 	help	with	either	
of	them,	please	call	Judy	Lord	at	801-513-9796
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Thank You First Church

which	also	helped	shape	a	great	love	of	music	in	my	life.	 	 I	
even	 became	 the	 ward	 organist	 when	 we	 moved	 to	 the	
Millcreek	area	at	the	beginning	of	9th	grade!

Skipping	ahead	a	bit,	I	just	knew	that	I	had	to	graduate	from	
college	(specifically	BYU),	see	Europe	and	get	married	in	the	
temple,	which	 I	did.	 	 I	 graduated	 from	BYU	 in	 elementary	
educa)on	since 	I	loved	children	and	my	mother	had	been	a	
fourth	grade	 teacher	 who	had	 graduated	 from	college	the	
same	)me	I	graduated	from	high	school.	 	A_er	my	first	year	
of	 teaching	 and	 earning	 money,	 I	 went	 on	 a 	 six-week	
European	 adventure,	 which	 was	 something	 I	 had	 lived	 for	
always	–	such	an	adventure!		Then	I	taught	5th	and	6th	grade	
for	two	more	years.

I	met	 and	fell	 in	 love	with	David	Thayne	shortly	 a_er	that,	
and	 we	 were	 married	 in	 the	 Salt	 Lake	 Temple,	 had	 four	
beau)ful 	children	(two	girls 	and	two	boys	in	ten	years)	and,	
with	the	usual 	ups	and	downs,	had	a 	great	life.	 	When	our	
youngest	son,	Devin,	finished	elementary	school,	I	recer)fied	
to	teach	school	and	started	the	following	 year	as 	a	reading	
specialist	a_er	which	I	taught	3rd	and	4th	grades	for	17	years	

at	Boun)ful	Elementary.		I	really	loved	teaching	children	and	
considered	it	my	avoca)on	as 	well	as	my	voca)on.	 	It	thrills	
me	 when	 I	 now	 get	 invita)ons	 from	 students	 to	 aPend	
gradua)ons,	 weddings	 and	 missionary	 events	 (my	 most	
recent	invita)on	was 	to	a	law	school	gradua)on	of	a 	student	
who	 moved	 here	 from	 Ukraine	 two	 weeks	 before	 the	
beginning	 of	 fourth	 grade),	 and	 I	 re)red	 four	years 	ago	 in	
2013.	 	 I 	 also	 take	 great	 comfort	 in	 the	fact	 that	my	 four	
children	have	graduated	from	four	different	universi)es,	and	
my	two	sons 	each	have	several	degrees.		I	suppose	you	could	
say	that	educa)on	and	children	have	been	a 	major	theme	of	
my	life.		 	 I	now	have	14	grandchildren	who	are 	such	a	great	
joy	 to	me!!	 	 Two	 of	 them	 turn	 one	 next	 month.	 	 Did	 I	
men)on	cute??

During	 our	 marriage,	 David	 and	 I,	 together	 did	 a	 lot	 of	
research	 and	had	 frequent	 discussions	 about	many	 issues.		
So,	it	was 	not	surprising	that	we	both,	together	decided	that	
the	Mormon	Church,	which	had	been	instrumental	in	both	of	
our	lives,	was	not	necessarily	true.		(This	en)re	process	took	
me,	especially,	many	years	to	come	to	terms	with.)	However,	
we	reacted	quite	differently.	 	He	loved	the	people	so	much	

Continued on page 10

August	15,	2017

Dear	Friends:
Please	 convey	 my	 thanks 	 to	 the	 members	 of	 your	
congrega)on	 for	 suppor)ng	 the	 work	 of	 the	 Unitarian	
Universalist	 Service	 CommiPee	 with	 the	 special	
congrega)onal	 collec)on	 give	 of	 $324.00	 which	 we	
received	on	August	8,	2017.

Together,	 with	 more	 than	 50	 grassroots	 partners	 in	 20	
countries 	 and	 in	 the	 United	 States,	 you	 and	 UUSC	 are	
building	a 	world	free	from	oppression.	From	our	work	with	
women	 and	 children	 held	 in	 U.S.	 deten)on	 centers,	 to	
providing	 Syrian	 refugees	 humanitarian	 aid	 and	 legal	
assistance,	 to	mobilizing	 against	 climate	 change,	 we	 are	
working	 to	 ensure	 that	 human	 rights 	 are	 a	 reality	 for	
everyone.	Our	 dis)nct	approach	sets	us	apart	and	makes	
us	a	forceful	catalyst	for	transforma)on,	crea)ng	 real	and	

las)ng	change	for	vulnerable	popula)ons	across	the	globe.	
Your	generosity	and	support	are	cri)cal	to	our	success.

UUSC	is 	uniquely	posi)oned	to	make	a	difference	in	these	
)mes	 of	 challenge	 and	 opportunity	 and	 I	 am	 thrilled	 to	
have	the	privilege	 to	 lead	 this	extraordinary	 organiza)on	
at	this 	moment	in	history.	Through	our	work	in	the	months	
ahead,	we	will 	prove	 that	love,	 community	 and	 empathy	
are	powerful	mo)vators	and	that	the	values	that	unite	us	
are	strong	enough	to	confront	the	challenges	we	face.

Thank	 you	 for	 your	 contribu)on	 and	 for	 standing	 with	
UUSX.	Your	faith	and	commitment	are	an	inspira)on	to	us	
all.

With	much	apprecia)on,
Hon.	Thomas	H.	Andrews
President	and	CEO

In the Spotlight (continued from page 6) 
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Upcoming Services

Upcoming	Torch	Publica#on	Dates

• October	2,	2017	issue	Submission	deadline	
Monday,	September	25th	by	9	am

• November	 6,	 2017	 issue	 Submission	
deadline	Monday,	October	30th	9	am

Order	 of	 Service	 and	 Torch 	 Onl ine	
Supplemental 	submissions 	will 	be	due 	each	
Thursday	(with	some	excep)ons)	at	9	am.	

For	 more 	 informa)on	 regarding	 publica)on	
submission	 deadlines,	 please 	 go	 to	 hPp://
www.slcuu.org/news/the-torch	 and	 click	 on	
the 	 Submission	 deadlines 	document	 link	 in	
the 	right	hand	column	on	the 	page.	You	may	
also 	 pick	 up	 a 	 publica)on	 schedule 	 in	 the	
office	or	 request	 a 	publica)on	schedule 	via	
email 	 by	 email ing	 your	 request	 to:	
torch@slcuu.org.

Sunday,	September	3rd
10:00	a.m.	service	only

“Seeking	Jus#ce”
-Rev.	Tom	Goldsmith	with	
Rev.	Monica	Dobbins

Sunday,	September	10th
Services	at	9:00	and	11:00	am.

Ingathering	Sunday!
“Staying	Relevant	as	a	

Church”
-Rev.	Tom	Goldsmith

Sunday,	September	17th
Services	at	9:00	am	and	11:00	am.	Celebra)ng	

the	90th	Anniversary	of	our	Chapel
“Always	Looking	Ahead”

-Rev.	Tom	Goldsmith,	joined	by	the	
return	of	David	Owens	and	

the	Chancel	Choir
Music	 and	 liturgy	will	 approximate	 the	church	
service	held	in	the	chapel	in	September,	1927.

• September	3rd:	Worship	service;	one	service	only	at	10	
am.	Childcare	provided

• September	4th:	Labor	Day-	church	offices	closed
• September	10th:	Ingathering	Sunday;	regular	worship	

service	schedule	resumes	with	services	at	9:00	and	
11:00	am;	Religious	Educa)on	classes	for	children	and	
youth	resume	at	the	11:00	am	service	only.

• September	11th:	Family	Fun	night	for	September
• September	17th:	Our	annual	Ac)vi)es	Fair	happens	

a_er	each	service	-	a	great	way	to	find	out	how	to	be	
more	involved	and	connected	at	First	Unitarian	Church.	
We	will	also	celebrate	our	Chapel's	90th	anniversary!

• September	26th:	Hiking	group	potluck	(see	pg.	2)
• September	29th:	Social	Jus)ce	film	(see	pg.	2)

• Every	Wednesday:	Choir	Rehearsal
• Second	Mondays:	Board	of	Trustees	Mee)ng,	5:30	pm	

Room	201
• Second	Tuesdays:	Women's	Sacred	Circle	(email	for	

more	info:	sacredcircle@slcuu.org)
• Last	Mondays:	Art	Discussions	(see	pg.	2)		
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that	he	kept	going	to	Sacrament	mee)ng.		I	s)ll	felt	a	need	for	
spiritual	 nourishment	 on	 a	 regular	 basis	 but	 was	 fast	
becoming	 an	 agnos)c	 or	 atheist	 and	 was	 feeling	 very	
uncomfortable	 listening	 to	things	at	 church	that	 I	absolutely	
disagreed	with.	However,	I	kept	aPending	the	LDS	church	for	
a	 while	 (especially	 since	 I	 was	 in	 the	 Relief	 Society	
presidency!)	 but	 finally	 went	 online	 to	 find	 people	 who	
respected	ques)ons	and	thought	more	as 	I	did.		There	was 	a	
website	called	“What	Church	Should	I	join?”	or	something	like	
that.	 	I	answered	100	ques)ons	and	it	said	I	was	a	Unitarian,	
so	 I	 checked	 out	 our	 church,	and	 felt	 so	 at	 home	from	the	
very	beginning.		David	would	come	with	me	to	the	UU	Church	
a_er	 aPending	 our	 ward	 Sacrament	mee)ng,	 and	he	 loved	
the	sermons,	David	Owens's	music,	and	the	people	as 	well.		 I	
felt	a	need	 to	 declare 	myself	 a	Unitarian	and	sign	the 	book,	
but	he	never	did.	So,	the	rest	is	history.

A_er	37	years 	of	marriage,	David	passed	away	suddenly	from	
a	brain	hemorrhage	on	 the	evening	 of	 our	 annual	 summer	
picnic	in	2010.	 	Our	 son,	Devin's 	wedding,	was	one	week	 to	
the	day	a_er	funeral,	so	that	)me	was	a 	very	difficult	for	all	of	
us.	However,	)me	has	marched	on.	 	 I	 have	been	an	 ac)ve	
par)cipant	 in	 our	 church	 –	 taking	 classes,	 aPending	 book	
groups,	 teaching	 in	 the	RE	 program,	mentoring	 a	wonderful	
young	woman,	co-chairing	the	Pledge	Drive	with	Colleen	Bliss,	
serving	 on	 the	 nomina)ng	 CommiPee,	 helping	 Sydney	
Fonnesbeck	 run	 Summer	 Forum,	 par)cipa)ng	 in	 and	 then	

hos)ng	 a	 Davis	 County	 Small 	 Group	 Ministry	 at	 my	 home	
Boun)ful 	 for	 three	 years,	 and	 have	 helped	 out	 with	 the	
Dinner	and	Dialogue	groups	for	a	couple	of	years	now.		Each	
of	these	ac)vi)es 	has	broadened	my	grasp	of	 life 	and	the	role	
I	 play	 (or	 can	 play)	 in	 this 	 universe	 immensely	 and	 has	
deepened	my	social	connec)ons	to	so	many	beau)ful	souls.		I	
have	 traveled	 a 	 great	 deal,	 made	 many	 new	 friends,	 and	
learned	much	in	the	last	few	years.		My	core	values	have	not	
changed,	but	my	ideas 	about	how	to	live 	them	have	changed	
dras)cally.

I	find	the	Salt	Lake 	Unitarian	Church,	along	with	 friends 	and	
family,	is 	the	core	of	my	 life.	 	 It	helps	me	navigate	 life 	as	a	
nonbeliever	 in	 a	community	of	 very	 strong	 LDS	people	with	
whom	I	s)ll 	have	a 	great	deal	of	contact.	 	Even	though	I	have	
three	 ac)ve	 LDS	 children,	 because 	 of	 a 	 personal	 integrity	
issue,	 	 I	 resigned	my	Mormon	membership	 about	five	years	
ago	but	s)ll	have	two	LDS	home	teachers	who	come	and	visit	
me	regularly.	 	 I	 find	myself	 comfortable	 in	one	world	 as	an	
outsider	and	in	the	world	of	Unitarians	as	a 	total	insider.		It's	
an	 interes)ng	 dichotomy	 but,	 frankly,	 kind	 of	 fun	 and	
interes)ng!		In	short,	this	church	has 	given	me	a	safe	place	to	
land	and	 enriches 	my	 life	more	 than	I	 could	ever	 ar)culate.		
The	 knowledge,	 intelligence,	 integrity,	 altruism,	 music	 and	
community	that	I	find	here	are	things 	I	never	imagined	could	
exist,	and	I	will	ALWAYS	be	grateful	to	all	of	you	for	that!


